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GOVERNORS OF

ORTH CAROLINA

nor Everard. Everard continued in
office, as the representative of thecrown, until the arrival of Burrington,the first Royal Governor, in 1731.
There were in all six Roval Gover-
nors; George Burrington, 1731-173- 4;

Gabriel Johnston, 1734-157- 2; Arthur
TrV 3 '54-176- 5; William Trvon,165-14.- 1, and Josiah Martin. 1771- -

N

from the Proprietary Period

Down to the Present Time
' I

? I

ln5- - Between the death of Johnston,
in.V52, and tne arrval of Dobbs, in
175. Matthew Rowan, as presidentof the council, wac Acting-Governo- r;

and between the departure of Tryon,in June, 1771. and the arrival of Mar-
tin, in August of the same year. JamesHasell was Acting-Governo- r. Bur-
rington was removed from office on
complaint of the colonists; Johnstonand Dobbs. died in office; Tryon, on
account of his efficient administra-tion in North Carolina, was promotedto the Governorship of New York, andJosiah Martin was driven out of the
province by the revolutionists in 177-1- .

Johnston, Rowan, Dobbs, Tryon and

Benjamin TV 21 lianas, November 24,
1799, November 2$, 1800. November
25. 1S01; James Tyrner, December 6,
1S02, November 28, 1903. November
24. 1804; William Hawkins. Decem-
ber 7, 1811. November 2S, 1S12, No-
vember 10. 1813; JWilliam Miller. No-
vember 20, 1814, November 25, 1S13.
November 2 J. 1810; John Branch, De-
cember 6, 1817," December 5. ISIS;
December 7 1S19; Gabriel Holmes.
December 7, iSirCCDecember 7. 1S22.
December 6. 1823;Hutchins, G. Bur-
ton, December 7, 1824, December C.
1825. December 29 1826; and DaviJ
L. Swain, December 6, IS 32. Decem-
ber 9, 183:j, December 10. 1S34. Be-
sides being elected for three terms
in 1790 and 1791, Alexander Martin
had already served two terms, having
been elected governor April 22. 1782
and again April 25, 17SJ; and Benja-
min Williams, after serving three
terms form 1799 tb 1802, again servedone term from Xovember25 . 1S07
to November 2S,"'iS08.

Those who served only two terms
were: Nathaniel Alexander, Novem-
ber 25, 1805 to November 24, 1S07;
David Stone, November 28, 18 08 to
December 1. 1810; John Owen, De-cemH- ?r

12, 182$.,- - to December IS.
1830; and Montford Stokes. Decem-
ber 18. 1830 to December 6, 1832.
The following served one term only:
Abner Nash. April, 1780 to June 25,
1781; Thomas Burke. June 25, 1781
to April 22. 178 2; William R. Davie,

HERE have been four dis-

tinct periods in the
political history of
North Carolina; first
was the Proprietary
Period, 1663-172- 8, when
chief executives of the
colony were selected by
Lords Proprietory ; sec-

ond, the period of Royal

ft'ere elected for two terms. Cnar!e
Maaly was defeated for re-eWtio- .-i.

Warren Window, President of the
Senate, succeeded to the office of
governor upon the resignation f D.i-vi- d

S. Reid, who had been t U u
United Staes Senator, and Ih-nry- .

T. Clark. President of the S na:c. i t --

came governor upon the drath of
Governor Kllis, July 7, 1S;1.
Governor Vance was turtud ouiof office My 2?th,
military order and va.s succeeded byW YV. Holden as Provincial Gover-
nor. In the flection of 165 l!oltin
was defeated by Worth. In 1 s s . un-
der the new Constitution. Holden wa
elected Governor. Unwilling to wait
fjr the constitutional beginning of
h-- s term, he induced the military corn-mind- er

of the district to isue rn
order removing Governor Worth :.n
Placing Holden in office July 1. J $.He served until March 22, 1 S 7 1.
when, having been convicted in an
impeachment before the Senate, of
high crimes, he was removed from
oflice and declared incapable of again
holding office in North Carolina. He
was succeeded bv th I,ieutcn-".nt-Governor-

Tod R. Caldwell.
Governors Since IS 68.

Since 1SGS the Governor has b-c- n

elected by the people for a term of
four years. No Governor can suc-
ceed himself. The ConsLKulion of
1868 treated the office of Lieutenant-Governo- r,

who succeeds to the otttc- -

of Governor in case of a vacancy.

-

1728-177- 5. when the
i A 1 V 1 T r . twere seiecieu uy me xviog

tbiru. the interval between- - the ex-j.iii-i- nn

of the last Royal Governor
the inauguration of the first con-

stitutional Governor, 1775-177- 7. called,
j',,! convenience, the period of Provin- -

Martin were honored bv having coun-
ties named for them. The names of
Johnston and Rowan still remain. In
191, Dobbs was abolished and the
territory which it embraced was di-
vided into Lenoir and Glasgow. Glas-
gow was named in honor of James
Glasgow, Secretary of StaJe, but uponhis being convicted of issuing fraudu-lent land grants in what is now Ten-
nessee, the name of the county was
changed to Greene, in honor of Gen-
eral Nathaniel Greene. In 1779 thename of Tryon county was changed
tq Lincoln, in honor of BenjaminLincoln, the Revolutionarv general.Martin county, formed in 1774. was
originally named for Governor Josiah

Government; lourm, me penouCi.tl

"(institutional Government, 177 i -

1

Period.Proprietary
ur'mg the. Proprietaryi IPeriod

execu- -twenty-seve- n chiefhtlr were
however, theii.s. in this number,

December 3, 17 98 to November 24,
1799; Benjamin Smith, December 1.
,1810 to December 7, 1811; Jesse
Franklin, December 7, 1820 to De-

cember 7 1821; James Iredell. Decem-
ber 8, 1827 to December 12, 1828; and
Richard Dobbs . Spaight, Jr., Decem-
ber 10, 1835 to December 31, 18 36.

Richard Caswell was elected gov-
ernor more time and served longer
terms than any other man since the

of John Jenkins, John Harvey,
Ludw-ell- Thomas Cary andPhilip

xvjartm. it, too, would likely have
been changed after the Resolution butfor the popularity of Alexander Mar-
tin, a Revolutionary patriot, who
became Governor in 1782 and again in
1790. So the name was retained in
his honor.

k thatT!i".T.a.s Pollock appear twice
v. w f re actually twenty-- t wo differt ii

ent i" rsotis who presided over the af-i,i- iv

of the colony during the Pro-tiir- y

Period. Some of these served
Hovermjrs in their own right,

186S th? State bus bad thirteen
Governors. Four - Lieutenant-Governor- s

have succeeded to the Governor s
office. Caldwell became Governor in
171 upon the impeachment and ru-victi- on

of Holden; Hroyrden. in 1ST;,
upon the death 0f Caldwell: Jarv's.
in 18.9. upon the election of Van:e
to the United States Senate, and Holt,
in 1 S 9 1 . upon the death of Fiv.le.
Caldwell and Jurvis were afterward
elected Governor in their own ritrr.:.

All told, North Carolina has 1 .? 1

seventy-si- x Governors or Acting-Governor- s,

exclusive of the two Governor
of "Virginia" ( i tal. i.h's lio inoke
colony), and the three Presidents f
the Council of Safety from 1 775-- 1 77).
Since the adoption of the Constitute 1

of 1770 there have been forty-exe- ii

e'aiet executives of the State. " hoe
havo been furnished by the following
thirty counties: Lenoir, Crav-.n- ,

Orange. Guilford, Chowan, New ! Ion-ove- r,

Halifax, Moore. Warren, "!,;-lenbur- g,

Bertie, Brunswick. 'Surry,
Sampson, Bladen, Wilkes. Buncombe.
Wake, Rockingham, Cumber"..;nd,

y iuth r-- - a Deputy-Governor- s, and still
simply as Acting-Governo- rs by

Revolution. He was elected seven
times December 19, 1776, April 18,
17 77, April 18, 177S, May 3, 17 79, No-

vember 9, 17S4, December 9, 1783,
and December 16, 17S6. After Caswell
comes Alexander, Martin, who was
chosen governor five times April
22, 1782, Aprir 25.' 1783, December 5,
17S9, November 17, 1790, and Decem-
ber 30, 179r.

The following countries contributed
the governors during this period:
Lenoir, Richard Caswell; Craven, Ab-
ner Nash, Richard Dobbs Spaight, and
Richard Dobbs Spaight, Jr.; Orange,
Thomas Burke: Guilford, Alexander

virtu.- - ot being president of the coun-

cil when a vacancy occurred in the
CdM.-rnor'- s office. The first Governor,

is well enough known, was William
Ifriiiumond, who was selected by Will-

i:: !;i Berkeley, Governor of Virginia.
.iv.d one of the Lord Proprietors, at
the request of the other Proprietors.

e served from October. 166:, to
o :oi)r. 16 67. Returning to Virginia
L- - wa hanged by Governor Berkeley's

for participation in Bacon's re-

bellion Lake Drummond, in the great
limal Swamp, perpetuates his name.
Sitnuie! .Stephen, who succeeded Drum-jnoiii- l.

served from October. 1G67, to

Provincial Government.
In 17 75, after the expulsion of Gov-

ernor Josiah Martin, it became neces-
sary to institute some kind of govern-ment in the province to take the placeof the overthrown royal government.This government consisted of a sys-
tem of committees, called Committees
of Safety. It was de-signe-

d at first
that there 'should be one committee
in each town, one in each county, one
in each of the six districts into which
the "province was divided, and one,
called the Provincial Council, or Coun-
cil of Safety, for the province as a.
whole. Over and above these com-
mittees was the Provincial Congress.
This scheme of government was in
full and complete operation from
October, 1775, to January, 1777. The
chief executive officer of the system
was the president of the council. There
were, three presidents: Cornelius Har-
nett, from October 18, 17 75, to August
21, 1776; Samuel Ashe, from August
21, 1776, to September 27, 1776, and
Willie Jones. from September 27,
17 76, to October 2 5, 17 76. This pro-
vincial government was superceded by
the government established, under the
Constitution of 1776, by the Provincial
Congress of November-Decembe- r,

1776. The Constitution went into ef- -
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Martin; Chowan, Samuel Johnston
and James Iredell; New Hanover;
Simuel Ashe; Halifax, William R.
Davie and John Branch; Moore, Ecn-iami- n

Williams: Warren, James
i Tnrnar William Hflwkin and Wil- -

IT

Northampton, Rowan. lCdgecomb".
Randolph. Burke, Wayn , Pitt. A'a-nianc- e,

Forsythe and Persm. The
following counties ha e Riven the
State tw o or more Governors: Craven
Nash, Richard Dobbs Spaight, r.,
Richard Dobbs Spaight, Jr.; Orange --

Thomas Burke and William A. Gra-hii- m;

Guilford Alexander Martin
an 1 John M. Morehead; Chowa 1

Samuel' Johnston and James Jrdell:
N'ew Hanover Samuel Ashe end
i:dv:. rd B. D i'd ley; Halifax William
R. Davie, John Branch and If j'- - hina
G. Burton; Warren James Turner,
William Hawkins and William Miller;
Brunswick Benjamin Smith and Dan-
iel L. Russell; Buncombe David I.
Swin and Zebulon B. Vance; Wake
Chcrles Manly. W. W. Holden and
lUfnitl G. Fowle; Rockingham David
S. Keid and. Alfred M. Scales; Ldpe-comb- e

Henry T. Clark and Ulias
Carr; Wayne Curtis H. Krogdcn ;.nd

Ham Miller; Mecklenburg, Nathaniel
Alexander; Bertie, - David Stone;
Brunswick, Benjamin Smith; Surry,
Jesse Franklin; Sampson, Gabriel
Holmes Bladen, John Owen; Wilkes,.
Montford Stokes; and Buncombe,
David L. Swain. Warren county had
the governor for six years in success-o- n

William Haukins, 1811-181- 4,

and William Miller. 1811-181- 7.

In 1802, John Baptista Ashe was
elected governor, but died before he
could qualify. James Turner wa3 then
elected. Samuel Johnston was elect-
ed for his third term November 16,
1789, but resigned almost immedi-
ately to become the first Senator from
North Carolina in the Federal Con- -
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Davie resigned mcress. William R

December. 1669, dying in office.
Thomas Eastchurch, who was appoint-
ed Governor in November, 1676,
never qualified. At the time of his
appointment he was on a visit to Engl-
and. On his return to his govern-
ment lie stopped at the Island of
Xevis, where he speedily fell in love
with a Creole lady, of course very
"t'ciiutiful and equally very wealthy.
He remained to paT his court, send-
ing his friend, Thomas Miller, to Car.
c.Una to conduct the government un-
til his arrival. Eastchurch won his
h'ide but lost his office. .When he
finally reached Virginia with his bride
he found-- Carolina in revolt againstMiller. The rebels refused to recog-
nize Eastchurch's commission. While
endeavoring to persuade the Governor
; Virginia to give him aid in seiz-
in the government of Carolina by
force, he died, it is said of chagrin.Thomas Miller was deposed by the
rebels who set ur a government of
their own. nominally under the leader-
ship of John Culpepper, but really

Charles B. Aycock.
Counties have been named in honor

of Caswell. Burke, Ashe, Davie. Sw:;in,
Graham and Vince.

.Of these forty-seve- n Governors It
is known that there are portrait,-- of
at - least thirty-nin- e. No portrait is
known to exist of Caswell. Burke.
Ashe, Alexander, Stone, Franklin.
Holmes, the younger Spaight. It ;s
nossible. however, that there may be
portraits of at least some of thes in
existence. The State ought to pos?M?

h

1799, after having served one term
only, in order to --accept the position
to wfnich he had . been appointed by
the President of the United States as
Special Ambassador to France,, to-

gether with Chief Justice Oliver Ells-
worth and WilHam Van's Murray,
American Minister at The Hague, to
negotiate a treaty with Napoleon
Bonaparte.

David L. Swain was the youngest
man ever elected governor of North
Carolina, being only thirty-on- e at the
time of election. His fellow county-ma- n,

Zebulon B. Vance, was thirty-tw- o

when elected governor. Richard
Dobbs Spaight, Jr., governor 18351
18 36, was the son of Richard Dobbs
Spaight, governor 1792-179- 5 this be-

ing the only instance in the history
of North Carolipa in which both
father and son became governor.

a collection of portraits of all her Gov-
ernors. Would it not be a fine thing
if each of the counties which have
furnished the State with Governors
would present their portraits to 'be
State?
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lect January i, i.The Constitutional Government.
This period of our government may

be divided into three distinct periods
according to "the methods of choosing
the governors and the terms of their
service. The first period extends
from April 18, 17 77 to December
1836; the second, from January 1,
1837 to 186S; the third period from
1868 to the present. During the
first period the governor was elected
by the Legislature. The term was one
year and no person was eligible to
the office for more than three years
in any six successive years. During the
second period the governor was eject-
ed by a direct vote of the people.
The "term was two years and eight
succersive years. During the third
period the method of election was
unchanged, but the term was made
four years, and no governor is eli-

gible to succeed himself.
Governor Under Constitution oT 1776.

Article XV of the Constitution of
1776 reads as follows: -- 'That the
Senate and House of Commons, joint-
ly at their first meeting after each
annual election, shall by ballot elect
a governor for one year, who shall
not oe eligible to that office longer
than three years in each six suc-

cessive years."
This Constitution was adopted by

the Provincial Congress December 18,
1776. The first Assembly was not to
meet until April 7, 1777. In order
to bridge the gap, the Congress, by
a special ordinance appointed Rich-
ard Caswell governor until the As-

sembly should choose his successor.
On April 18, 1777. the Assembly chose
him to succeed himself.

Of twenty-fou- r governors chosen
by the the Legislature thirteen were
elected three times in succession.
They were as follows: Richard Cas-

well elected April 18. 1777. April 18,
177S. May n, 1779; and again Novem-
ber k 1784. December 9, 1785, De-

cember 16. 1786; Samuel Johnston,
December 13, 1787, November 11,
178$ November 16, 1789 (rsigned De-

cember 5. 1789 to accept election to
United States Senate); Alexander
Mart'n, December 5, 17S9, November
17 1790 December .30, 1791: Richard

Governors Under the Constitution 01
1835.

tinder that of George Durant, who
seems to have been the first examplein North Carolina politics of a partyboss. Seth Sothel, a Lord Proprietor,was sent over in 1678 to quiet the.
troubled waters. On his way across
'he Atlantic he was captured by
mratos and four years elapsed before
h- - arrived to take possession of his
ofhe. He proved himself to.be the
worst Governor in the whole lot, and
ui 689. after seven years of misrule,

'as deposed by the people and ex-- b'

t'ed from the province. From 16S9
to 1712 North Carolina was governed
by Deputy-Governor- s, the Governors
themselves residing at Charleston. S.
J': Jn 1712 Edward Hyde, a near
kinsman of Queen Anne, became thehrt Governor of North Carolina as a
s pa rate and distinct province from

mh Carolina. Governor Hyde died
'n 1712. a vietim rf vrdlrvvv fvr

The Convention of fS3 charged the
method of electing the governor and
ti iprm of office. After that date
the governor was elected by a direct j
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AiHH'dotes and Ileminiscenees of ISer-nar- tl

Shau. Mark Twain and Ib'ii.
(Salisbury Post.)

Dr. Archibald Henderson'? leriure
at Mr. 'barb s Price's last evening
was heard by a large and appreeiative
audience. A beautiful musical pro-
gram was rendered by a number of
the city's most talented artists. aft-- r

which Hon. A. H. Price introduced
the distinguished author. Dr. Hen-
derson's lecture, which followed, wa.s
a literary treat. His imprest-- of
Europe and of the distinguished peo-
ple be hiid met. were all most inter-
esting and delightfully told. His an-ecdat- es

and reminiscent e of Bernard
Shaw, Mark Twain. Ibeti and other
great men that he had known -- re
especially happy and illuminating.

The evening was in all respects, a
most delightful one and Salisbury peo-
ple are extremely fortunate in bf'mtr
among the first to hear the brilliant
author, critic and philosopher iift-- r

his long absence abroad.

f I;

ii:
('harles Eden. 1714-- 3 722: Georee Bur-1725- .-

and Sir Richardrington. 1724

vote of the people, anu nis ieim 01

office was changed from one to two
vears. It was provided that no
person should serve for more than
two terms successively. In case of a
vacancy the President of the Senate
succeeded. There was no lieutenant
governor. Fight Governors were
elected undt r the Constitution of 1S35
and two President's of the Senate suc-
ceeded to the office by reafon of va-

cancies.
The first governor chosen under

the provisions of the Constitution of
1835 was Edward B. Dudley, of New
Hanover, who took his eat Decem-
ber 31. 1336. The last governor thus
elcted was Jonathan Worth, who took
his seat December 15, 1865 andt was
forced out of office by the recon
struction government July 1. 186S.

Jdward B. Dudley, John M. More-hea- d,

William A. Graham, Da id
Thomas Bragg, John W. F!Ii,

Zebulov. B. Vance and Jonathan Worth

Kverard. 1725-172- 8. were the other
governors of North Carolina under
tiie Proprietors. From 1712 to 1714,:id again in 1722. Thomas Pollock as
btvsddent of the council, was Aoting-'irno- r,

owinsr, in the first instance
I'1 the death f Governor Hyde, and"i the second to the death of Govern-or- Kden. Upon the death of Pollock.
ti22. William Reed became Acting-Govern- or

until the arrival of Bur-ringt- on

jn 1724.'
Ttoval Governors.

The crown purchased the province

' 1 ,
i 1
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John Trot wood Moore, author (,i j I

Dobbs Spaignr, ueccmoer
iwomhpr 20. 1792. January 2, 1795;

--Jack Ballington Foretr.' has
gone into tho Tennessee mountains to
gather local color for his new io ik,
"The Bishop of MUk-Sie- k 'reeV "Gomni Ashe. November 14. 1795. De- -

I Cm the ixrus proprietors in 1 T 9. S - -

during the administration of Gover- -
.

I cembr 1. 1.-- , . DecemDer 2, 1797;
t


